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AN EXPOSE 


OF THE 
RISE AND PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
DURING THE 
THIRTEEN YEARS OF ITS EXISTENCE. 


By a fAcnrver. 
(Continued from last number.) 

Having accumulated an immense 
number of Bibles, and wishing to con- 
vert them into cash as soon as possible, 
they resolved to call upon the public 
to aid them in this design, in a more 
energetic manner than had_ hitherto 
been done. Accordingly, at the thir- 
teenth anniversary, it was stated that 
it was highly necessary that every 
destitute family in the United States 
should have a copy of the “ word of 
God” placed in their hands as soon as 
pessible. In pursuance of his sug- 
gestion, an immediate call was made 
on every auxiliary attached to the 
institution, on every pastor belonging 
to, Or In any manner connected with 
it, and ou all its members and depend- 
ents, to aid in this scheme, not only 
with their own individual funds, but 
with all the influence they could use 
in collecting money from their depend- 
ents, friends, and neighbors, for the 
furtherance of this design. Gentlemen 


have condescended to solicit from their | 


servants a portion of their hard earn- 
ed pittance; workshops are laid un- 
der contribution, and boarding houses 
have their Bible boxes for the boarders 
to throw in their mites, in order to pay 





cents, or a littke more, per copy. This 
estimate is formed from the tables 
headed ‘ gratuitous distribution,” and 
from the prices which are paid the 
printer, binder, &c., which show pret- 
ty clearly the ratio in which the Bibles 
and ‘Testaments are issued. Thus, then, 
they are the gainers, in profit, twenty 
cents per copy, or 169,279 dollars 
and 40 cents, by the operation of sell- 
ing Bibles and Testaments. The re- 
gular trader in’ books, would have 
made more than double this profit, 
had he the same sales; but to debar 
him from this, their books were put 
bearer the cost price, and thus render- 
ed competition nugatory. Admitting 
that their account of the number of 
books issued is correct, they have no 
reason to say they are poor. 

In the Report, presented in the third 
year of the Society’s existence, the ma- 
nagers say,’ “Christendom has at 
length discovered one point of true re- 
ligion in which all her denominations 
can unite; the circulation of the holy 
scriptures without note or comment.” 
While rising to wealth and importance 
by this means, the managers adhered to 
this “one point” very closely ; but, hav- 





ing accumulated a_ sufficiency for a| 
stormy day, should such a time arrive, | 
and feeling secure in their auxiliaries | 
and agents, they have determined to| 
brave theblast, and throwt his “one point” | 
the to wild winds, Commentaries must be | 
appended, and they are placed to some 
editions, at the head of every chapter | 


\in the Old and New Testaments, as well 


for these books, under the idea of sup- | 


plying the destitute with the ‘ bread of 
life.” 

The managers of this institution, 
ever since its formation, have been 
urging the public to give, and to give 
liberally, to them, to enable them to 
distribute the Bible to the needy ; aver- 
ring that this was necessary t save 
their immortal souls from” eternally 
perishing. One circumstance it will 
be well to notice. In their fourth re- 
port, pages 42, 43, they inform us that 
the managers of the British and Fo- 


reign Bible Society, had very gene- | 
rously voted them a donation of five | 


hundred pounds sterling, and also let us 
know that they had the temerity to refuse 
acceptingit. They do not tell us of 


assist in saving, but they tell us that 
“they conceived it would be unbecom- 
ing to avail themselves of 
ance thus proffered!’ and also, that 


“the managers endeavored to remove 


the suspicion of any fastidiousness on | 


as at the heads of the pages generally. | 
Ilow beautifully this accords with the | 


/constitution of the Society, the follow- | 


‘Ing extract will show. 


! 
| 


| 


|very prominent article in their respect- | 
| Depository honestly, and with full labor 


the assist- | 


“This Society. 
shall be known by the name of the | 
American Bible Society, of which the | 
sole object shall be, to encourage a 
wider circulation of the holy seriptares | 
without note or comment.””’ When the 
long agitated Quarto makes its appear- | 
ance, it may harmonize still more. 
beautifully than those already printed, 
or in preparation, with this first and 


ed constitution. 


| Many persons, who were friendly to) 
‘the gratuitous distribution of the Bible,| reasonably supposed, that it is for the 
institution | 


have bequeathed to this 
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Upwards of five hundred thousand 
dollars of this sum has been received 
by this institution, from the community, 
for charitable purposes. Let those, 
then, whose right it is, know how their 
money has been expended; know 
where their charity has been dispensed, 
or if not dispensed, know a sufficient 
reason why it has not been done. Let 
it not be said that a correct and sufficient 
account has been rendered in the An- 
nual Reports made by the managers of 
this institution, and that all its affairs 
have been fully laid open to public in- 
spection ; for, never was an exhibit so 
unsatisfactory to a community as this, 
and never were accounts so successful, 
when presented to public inspection 
with the design that they should not be 
understood in their particulars, and 
meant to conceal affairs which, if gene- 
rally known, would cause dissatisfac- 
tion and distrust, as the accounts pre- 
sented in the Treasurers’ Reports to 
the American Bible Society. Against 
one amount, the following dissimilar 
items are set down, “ Postages, fuel, 
lights, stationary, and expenses of An- 
niversary,’ and against another, “la- 
bor, cartage, repairs aud alterations of 
the building, expenses incurred by visit- 
ing auxiliaries, taxes, stove for Depo- 
sitory, salaries to the General Agent, to 
his Clerk, to the Acting Secretary, the 
Recording Secretary, and Keeper of the 
Depositosy.””. A more heterogeneous 
mass was never conglomerated. And 
why is it thus? Is it because the Gene- 
ral Agent does not wish it known that 
he receives two thousand five hundred 
dollars yearly as a compensation for 
his services of six hours per diem, and 
for the dignity he confers on the office 2 
Is it because the Acting Secretary does 
not wish the puplic informed that he 
gets one thousand or fifteen hundred 
dollars yearly for his services ? 
it because the salary of five hundred 


aud twenty dollars which the keeper of 
the Depository earns by the sweat of 


his brow, would appear too contempti- 
ble when eompared with those received 
by his emplovers?) The keeper of the 


too, earns his wages,:and it may be 


benefit of having one among them who 


large legacies in money and _ lands. | is entitled to all he receives, that he is 


: 7 Some minor ones have been reported | 
the number of souls this money might | 


in é a : | 
to the members of the institution by | 
The largest legacy ac-. 


its directors., 
knowledged, publicly, has been 2000 
dollars in money; but not a word has 


been said about landed property. It’ 
may be supposed by many, that men-| 


thus admitted into company on an 
equality, that at other times is too aris- 
tocratical to allow his presence. Let 


any person take the Annual Reports of 
the Society, and examine them in the 


course in which they have been present- 
ed, orin any manner that can be de- 


Or is | 


dred, had dwindled to the insignificant 
sum of ninety-nine dollars. The truth 
is, those whe had been so long its 
staunch friends, and who would not 
hear the slightest whisper against it on 
account of its disseminating the holy 
scriptures, suddenly became awakened 
to the real plans and objects of its 
principal leaders, and seeing them 
fraught with such great evils, hastily 
withdrew from its pestiferous vortex. 
In order to bring fairly to the under- 
standing of the readers of this expose, 
the objects of this Society, it is neces- 
sary to recur tothe time when it was 
formed, and develop the proceedings 
uf its leading men. 

Ere thousands in our community 
knew that this institution was in exist- 
ence, its projectors were endeavoring 
to obtain political influence, and pecu- 
niary advantages, over their fellow citi- 
zens, and privileges incompatible with 
our republican government. Knowing 
that the price of labor was’ materially 
lower in foreign countries than it was 
in this, aud that paper and books might 
be imported for a much less sum than 
they could be procured for here, pro- 
vided the duties on these articles were 
reinitted, they deputed an active and in- 
telligent person to obtain for them, from 
congress, an exemption from impost 
on all copies of the scriptures in foreign 
languages, and also on paper, that the 
Society might import; and to obtain, at 
the sume time, an exemption from post- 
age of all letters to and from its officers 
on its public business. Relying on the 
abilities and influence of the person 
they had selected, and the power they 
| could otherwise exercise, they cherished 
‘the hope that these requests would be 
granted without hesitation; but they 
were treated with the respect such peti- 
tions deserved, and no more; they were 
refused, and permitted to be withdrawn. 
| Failing in their attempts to acquire ad- 
| vantages and influence in the national 





and partially succeeded. © 


from their weekly occupations, to devote 
a part of Sunday to riding in gigs and 
other vehicles instead of going to church, 
the religious of the city remonstrated 
with the corporation on the subject, and 


places of worship. 





authorized by their rulers, was submit- 


councils, they reuewed them in the city, 


It being a very common practice for 
persons who could not spare their time 


obtained permission to obstruct the pub- 
lic streets, by placing chains across 
them, in front of their churches and 
This measure was 
highly reprobated by the greater part 
of the community: but it having been 


secretary of state of New York, and, 
in virtue of his office, superintendent 
of common schools, to issue his circu- 
lar to the- commissioners and inspec- 
tors thereof, recommending them to 
make use of their Tracts in these 
schools. This recommendation. had 
every effect that a positive law, passed 
for this express purpose, could have 
had ; and it was so considered by all 
its promoters, as the following procla- 
mation of it abundantly proves. In 
one of their religious papers they say 
they have “ sent the documents exhibit- 
ing their success to 17 different Tract 
Societies in the Union; ..... to Eng- 
land, and to 21 Tract Societies on the 
continent of Europe.” Never did the 
famous order of jesuits exult so much 
over any advantage they had obtained, 
But their triumph was short lived. 
Their tracts had scarcely begun to cir- 
culate in these schools, when the legis- 
lature debated on the subject, and 
caused a stop to be immediately put to 
their circulation ; thus not only censur- 
ing the secretary for his servility to 
their views, but declaring, virtually, that 
children should not be taught sectarian- 
ism before they were of a proper age 
to understand its effects. 


The pious of the city had heretofore 
succeeded in obtaining the passing of 
laws restricting the sale of groceries 
and markets ou the sabbath: these they 
conceived were not put in force, and 
they appointed committees to go among 
| the different shop keepers, to distribute 
tracts, and other papers, setting forth 
the laws and their penalties for selling 
on the sabbath, and alsothe moral tur- 
pitude of so doing. Previously to the 
attempt to stop the steamboats, these 
things carried with them some weight ; 
but after this, so great was the public 
indignation for that which was coniceiv- 
ed an unwarrantable interference in the 
political concerns of the citizens, and 
their rights as freemen, that the police 
officers were countenanced and upheld 
in not putting the laws in execution, or 
in winking at their violation ; and gro- 
ceries and other stores that had been 
shut through fear of fines being levied 
for violating the laws respecting the 
sabbath were now thrown open the same 
as on any other day, and no- notice of 
them was taken. 


Had these persons been engaged in 
an undertaking of an ordinary nature, 
these repeated failures most probably 
would have convinced them that they 
must wait for other and more propitious 
times ; but the possession of political 
power by the clergy seems to them too 





rinted for the ' 





tion has not been made because the! vised, for the purposes of ascertaining 
Society is not incorporated ; but does. the amount of money that has been | 
} | received, and paid out, and whether the | 
land on which they are built, by means | Society has made or Jost money by its | 
of the managers taking deeds of trust) operations, and unless he has knowledge 
for the benefit of the institution? It may | that is not to be gleaned from these 
also be supposed, that the lands not Reports, he must give up the pursuit As | 
: accounted for have been converted into | entirely hopeless, and cast them from | 
morn ee” leash; we admit this, for it is true:| him, in ' ; 
| where, or when, has the account of it| thrown away on objects which so utterly 
been presented tothe auxiliaries of the) fail in their supposed designs. Tt may 
society, or to the public? Any person | serve the ‘best interests of this Soct- 
who will look with an unprejudiced eye ely,’ or, perhaps, some individuals who 
at these circumstances, will be con-| maybegetting rich by this method of ren- 
vinced that it would be developing | dering accounts, but it appears that not 
too soon the wealth of this establish-| much, if any, other good results from it. 
ment to give these circumstances to the | 'T'o any person who sees them only from 
public, and would canse some, who| year te year as they are presented, 
Poy Se eet ~oee | have already promised to remember | and then only to give a cursory glance 
was not the object of his visitto Mas- his Society in their wills, to withdraw | at the sum total of their amount of re- 
suchusetts to distribute the holy scrip- | this Society in s, | 


- | their patrovage immediately from the 
tures, but, to collect funds to sustain I “2 y 


the American Bible Society in their | — i “aon 
special exertions to introduce the sa- | [Here follow, in the pony, oR. 
cred volume into all the destitute fami- | “showing the amount of carpages peshietae: 
les in the United States.”’ <A pre- | exclusive of the sale of Bibles and — 
cious confession, truly! Aid for this | ments, during the past thirteen years, ’ by 
Society to disseminate the scrip- | annual contributions, legacies, congrega- 
tures to the destitute, and refuse a do- | tional collections, donations from benevolent 
nation of neatly printed Bibles! It) cocieties, donations from individuals, contri- 
appears to be very “inconsistent with | 
the best interests of this society” to | 
receive anything Into the “ treasury of | 


th- Lord’’ that has not passed the cru- | . is ; 
| The fact that such an exhibit as this 


cible and the mint of these states, or | ; 
; ol an, rents from printer and binder, and: has been made to the public so many 
of some of the kingdoms or states of and loan, I and b Pesci Vai | : 


this world. 

With these facts staring ns in the 
face, shall we still hear thundered in 
our ears the necessity of giving our 
money and our exertions to this insti- 
tution, for the purpose of supplying 
the ignorant and the destitute with the 
Holy Bible! 

During the Society’s operations, they’ 
have disposed of 846,397 books. As 
this Society do not give away the hooks 
they print, it is to be presumed that the 
value, according to the Society’s prices, 
has been received, or is forthcoming. 


measure.” Here, 


continually | “pny 
“ | not the Society hold houses, and the 


this 
these 


their part in 


then, we see men 
begging from door to door, and from 
village to village, for small sums, for a 
specifie object, and refusing a large 
to them from abroad 
for the same purpose. 

the 
quences are so tremendous to the desti- 
tute, what powers of reasoning can 
free the managers of this institution 
from the public odium under which 
they labor, in consequence of their | 
agent (Mr. Gould) having refused to 
receive a donation of neatly printed 
Bibles; when sent to collect aid fos 
their distribution. He-assigns as his 
reason for refusing them, that ‘it 


one when sent 


Furthermore, if 


. . 
* ratuitous distributions,” these 


fectly plain and intelligitle; but let us 
scrutinize them a littl, and we are 
startled and amazed to see such 
as * correcting stereotype plates, labor, 
carlage, expenses incurred in visiting 
auxiliaries, taxes, stove, salaries to the 
Gevernl Avent, Clerk, Secretaries, Por- 


butions by religious societies for member- 


gether in one undistinguished and un- 
distinguishable mass. 


ship, donations from societies not auxiliary, | 
donations from auxiliary societies, perma- 
nent loan to the Society, dividends on stock | 


! 
These tables show the actual amount 


of money received by the Society, with- 
out any return for it, during the thir- 
teen years of their operations, and rises | 
tothe sumof -  - . $287,436 93 
The nett profit on the 
sule of their Bibles dur- 
ing this ime is - 
The number of Bibles, &c. 
which is geverally in 
the depository, for sale, 
is about 250,000, aud 
may be estimated as 


its readers to enquiry, and causing the 
‘lash of censure to be raised against its 


almost any project which appears to 


our fellows, and has the pretext of re- 
ligion as its aid, can be carried to the 
very pinnacle of success, without its 
merits being canvassed, or its guile de- 
tected and exposed to the censure it 
justly deserves. 

A review of the table containing the 
list of annual contributions of three 


169,279 00 











ceipts and expenses, and the number of | 
Re- | WS aap ‘ 
. Re-| petitioning the eorporation to enact 
ports have the semblance of being per- | 


disgust that so much time is | 


‘the cool and refreshing country and 


items | 


donations to the sinking fund.] | years, without exciting the attention of 


“authors, proves, that in this community | 
| to fill the chair, but was negatived bya 
have for its design the melioration of | 
‘this meeting was originally called was 


The last two or three accounts of what worth ° ° ° 150,000 00) dollars, shows a gradual fallling off of 
are culled “ gratuitous distributions,” | The landed property which the members after the 4th ‘Aiba vlna 
show that they are becoming very cir- has been bequeathed to the two last vears, when ; P3 yagi 
cumspect in their credits. ‘The-whole the institution, together subscribers to the number . ie. 
expense of printing, binding, issuing, with the houses and lots dently left the institution, 7 re wee 
&c. may be computed, on the average, otherwise obtained, a- 119 BANE longer their Seed ae te 

at fifty cents percopy, great and small;| mountto - -— = 150,000 O€ | support; and in the parsed oa le 
and the average price which they have annual contributions,wilc d wm: hoa. 
received, is ascertained to be seventy Total, - $756,715 93|ly been between seven and eight hun- 


ted to with litthe murmuring: it was, 
however, contended that the roads 
might be obstructed in the same man- 
ner in any other part of the city with 
as much legality as they were in front 
of churches. 


Having succeeded rather better at 
home than they had done at Washing- 
ton, they were encouraged to proceed 
still farther. In the heat of the summer, 
it was customary for the working part 
of the community to repair to some of 
the numerous ferries of the city, and be 
conveyed by the steamboats to the ad- 


jacent shores, where they ceuld enjoy 





sea air. ‘To put a stop to this, and 
compel the citizens to remain in the | 
city, it was resolved to calla meeting | 
of all those who were friendly to their, 
views and designs for the purpose of | 





laws to prevent crossing at the public 
ferries, except for the ostensible object 
of going to or returning from some 
church. The plans for this were ma- 
tured, the resolutions drafted, the chair- 
mon and secretary selected, and, to 
make it the more imposing, the meee) 











‘ing was called in the City Hall. Some | 


”? ie ead el . , rete a : ° 
ter,” &c. &e., all strangely twisted to- | persons who had the temerity to think | 


differently, called a meeting of all those | 
who were satisfied with the existing! 
state of society, in the same room, and 
at the-same time. Both parties were 
punctual, and the place was crowded 
to excess. The reverend gentleman 


who was selected by the party who 


called the first meeting, was proposed 


great majority. The object for which 
now lost, and its projectors became qui- 
escent. A gentleman was then pro- 
posed, who was considered friendly to 
his fellow citizens having the liberty of 
going where they pleased on the sab- 
bath, and was almost unanimously 
elected. Resolutions were then adopt- 
ed, with acclamation, censuring those 
persons who were anxious to restrict 
their liberties, recommending that the 
present laws should not be altered, anc 
that liberty of conscience might not b 
molested. 


In the year 1824 the persons engage« 
in the distribution of Bibles, tracts, &. 
prevailed on Mr. J. V. N. Yates, then 





bright aud alluring to be easily relin- 
quished. Another attempt was to be 
made, which, if successful, would guar- 
antee to them the fruition of all their 
schemes, and eventuate in the establish- 
ment of that power in secular affairs 
which they had so long and so eagerly 
coveted. ~The leading men of this. in- 
stitution devised a scheme for petition- 
ing the national legislature from every 
town, city, county, and state, at the 
same time, to put a stop to the trans- 
portation of the public mails on Sunday. 

Never before was any plan for the 

adoption of a public measure so well 
matured, and so regularly systematized, 
ere it was promulgated, as this. Al- 
most in the same day petttions were 
received at Washington from every sec- 
tion of the Union, praying the passage 
of a law restricting mail contractors 
and carriers from transporting the mails 
on the sabbath. The people of this 
country were astonished to see so simul- 
taneous a movement made throughout 
the land for one object, and the pious 
ignorant thought they,saw the hand of 
the Lord working for his glory. They 
were unacquainted with the power and 
resources of these men, and had not an 
opportunity of looking behind the cur- 
tain and observing the many strings 
and wires which were set in motion to 
accomplish this design. Not so with 
our representatives. Believing that it 
was neither more nor less than an as- 
piring, ambitious clergy, who controlled 
the wires and pulled the strings which 
caused this sudden influx of petitions, 
and knowing the danger that would 
assnil our liberties if they permitted 
this “entering wedge” of their designs, 
congress promptly refused to interfere 
with the present system, and, it was 
supposed, entirely deprived their au~ 
thors of all hope of its ever being inter- 
fered with. 

It is supposed by many persons who 
saw these petitions carried about for 
signatures, that never were such base 
neans used to obtain names to any pe- 
ition as were resorted to last year for 
his. When coaxing did not prove ef- 
ectual, browbeating and threats were 
‘esorted to. Children who could write 
vere persuaded to sign these petitions ; 
and those who could not, were asked 
their names; which were set down for 
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them, or their hands guided while they 
held the pen. This was practised par- 
ticularly in manufactories where there 
was a large number of boys and girls 
loyed. 
“oft at all abashed by the refusal of 
their petition, they immediately formed 
a society for the avowed purpose of per- 
petnating their opposition to the trans- 
portation of the mails on Sunday, and 
of presenting yearly petitions to that 
effect. Reasoning from what they have 
already done for the furtherance of their 
schemes, it is easy to know what they 
will endeavor to do in future; and it 
certainly becomes the duty of every 
gond citizen to raise bis voice against 
their designs, and against our youth 
being made the instruments of abro- 
gating their liberties before they can 
have an idea of their value, or come 
into possession of them. If perseve- 
rance and money can accomplish their 
designs, neither will be spared. These 
men are bold and supple—well ac- 
quainted with human nature, and ever 
ready to take every advantage which 
circumstances may throw in their path, 
and which may conduce to advance 
their favorite aim. Is it wonderful 
that the cry of distress is heard among 
the hard working part of our commu- 
nity, when such vast sums of money 
mre given to the drones of the hive to 
build for themselves altars and high 
places, where they can meet each other 
and recount the measures devised and 
devising for increasing their power, as 
well as for the stability of that power 
which is already obtained? Is this 
money returned to the community for 
the service that is rendered by it, in 
proper proportion to the labor given ? 

o. The wages for labor are so 
scanty that persons in their employ are 
forced to labor eleven or twelve hours 
u day to obtain a meagre subsistence ; 
while some who, when this institution 
started into being, were not worth a 
dollar, are now enabled, by the money 
they have accumulated from it, to live 
in a manner that formerly exceeded 
their most sanguine wishes, and to hoard 
a vast property. 

In the foregoing pages a detail of the 
motives and reasons which actuated the 
founders of this institution, has been 
given in their own language; among 
the most prominent of which, are tiie 
gratuitous circulation of the holy scrip- 
tures without note or comment, and 
the securing successive generations in 
their present and future felicity. They 
have instanced princes and imperial 
sovereigns as coming down from their 
thrones, to assist in this project, and 
call upon their fellow citizens to “let 
no heart be cold; no hand be idle; no 
purse reluctant!” How far these mo- 
tives, thus held forth, have governed 
this body, may be easily known by pe- 
rusing this pamphlet. Their main pro- 


jects, after their formation, were to ob- | 


tain political privileges: then to re- 
fuse giving the scriptures, and to devise 
means of concealing the fact; to ac- 


ple in Moderate or Low Circumstan- 


Embarrassments of Industrious Peo- 


ces.— We find many kinds of business, 
which from the amount of capital re- 
quired can be, carried on only by the 
wealthy, or those having the reputa- 
tion of wealth, while people who 
might save something annually, are 
led to expend it from the want of op- 
portunity to invest small sums advanta- 
geously. Saving Banks have dimi- 
nished the evil, but have not cured it. 
As a further alleviation, I would sug- 
gest the granting of charters of incor- 
poration for commercial and manu- 
facturing purposes, under such regu- 
lations, that the objections urged 
against some corporations as tending 
to produce monopolies in the hands of 
a few, could not apply. The amount 
of the shares might be limited at twen- 
ty or twenty-five dollars each, and the 
number of shares to be held by one 
person might be limited; perhaps it 
should not exceed eight. In case of 
failure of the corporation, each stock- 
holder should be accountable only for 
his share of the debts. In order that 
the public may know whom they trust, 
and to whom they should look for 
payment, the names of the stockhold- 
ers should be recorded in some public 
office of the county ; transfers of stock 
to be recorded in the same office; and 
those who appeared as_ stockholders 
on the record to be accountable for 
their share of debts, contracted while 
their names were on record as stock- 
holders. Such corporations would 
enable many who now work as jour- 
neymen, and others of small property, 
to curry on business efficiently ; they 
would introduce a salutary competition 
that would enable every citizen to buy 
the fruits of labor, at a small advance 
on the actual wages paid to the labor- 
er, and they would insure the keeping 
up of wages at reasonable prices, pro- 
tecting the industrious from the degra- 
dation and impoverishment to which 
they are subjected in some parts of| 
the world. ‘They would counteract 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Working Man's Advocate, 
TO ROBERT DALE OWEN. 


Srr—I have waited with some anxi- 
ety, in expectation that some one more 
competent than myself would have en- 
tered the lists with you, on the subject 
of machinery being the cause of the 
distress which pervades the manufac- 
turing districts of Britain, and begins 
to operate in this country. In making 
these remarks on what I conceive to be 
erroneous opinions of yours, (or perhaps 
it arises from my not clearly perceiving 
your positions,) were it not that I think 
it may be the means of inducing some 
one more able than myself, to compete 
with you, T should scarcly attempt to 
grapple with you in arguinent. Tam 
convinced it is but a pigmy attempting 
the unequal conflict with a giant; but I 
enter on the subject with more confi- 
dence, as I feel convinced | enter the 
list with a magnanimous and generous 
adversary, who will take no unworthy 
advantage of my inability to do justice 
to my views of the subject. I am the 
more constrained to obtrude these re- 
marks upon your notice, from a full 
conviction that you are a faithful and 
honest friend to the working classes. 
Your situation in life would have en- 
abled you to have figured in the ranks 
of aristocracy; but, disdaining her 
gaudy trappings, like your philanthro- 
pic father, you have chosen rather to 
suffer scorn and reproach, in your noble | 
efforts to benefit suffering humanity. I 
consider you, sir, ‘*a worthy scion of a 
noble stem ;’’ and, so considering you, 
I feel the weight which your name 
gives to what to me appear erroneous 








in Britain? Then, if the master is not 
gaining more since the introduction of 
machinery, how can he be the cause 
of their misery? be feels the pressure 
of the times as well as the workmen, 
by the reduced percentage which he re- 
ceives from the employment of his-ca- 
pital. Not that I, by any means, wish 
the impression to be produced, that the 
capitalists are at all to be compared, as 
in the degraded state of misery and 
wretchedness which preys upon the 
workmen. All that I wish to establish 
is, that neither master nor machinery is 
the real cause of their misery. What! 
has it come to this, that those mighty 
spirits—those towering minds, who have 
immortalized our degraded mechanics 
by belonging to them,—is it really so, 
that the men who have done more to 
incrense the national wealth of Britain, 
aye, and of the world! than any other 
of our species can boast of, have, in- 
stead of being a blessing to their breth- 
ren, been a curse? Is it really so, that 
Brindly, and Watt, and Aikin, have, in- 
stead of benefitting the working class- 
es, been to them a curse, and the means 
of degrading them lower in the scale of 
society, than what they were before the 
splendid discovery burst upon an asto- 
nished world ! 


But, sir, is it correct deduction to 
trace the misery of the working class- 
es, in Britain, to machinery? Would 
it not be more correct to attribute it to 
the operation of unjust and oppressive 
enactments? Take that of the corn 
laws as an example. Is it not evident 
that this law is the means of keeping 
provisions much higher in price, than 
what they would be, if this aristocratic 
measure was repealed. While the value 
of labor is allowed to find its own level, 





views of political economy. 

In your remarks upon the cause of 
the distress in the manufacturing dis- 
tricts of England, I think it is the drift 
of your reasoning to induce the belief 
that the real cause of this distress is, 


fits which the employer derives trom 





the effects of labor saving machinery, | 
to throw the control and profit of| 
business into the hands of a few. 
losses from the failure of such institu- 
tions, would probably be less than from 
private individuals, as the liability of 
stockholders for their shares of the 
debts, would induce them te place pru- 
dent men in the direction ; aud the re- 
striction on the amount of stock to be 


those he employs, and from the multi- 
plication of machinery. I draw these 


ere , i 3 
dened Petia 97 ON from your quoting an ex 


tract from the London Quarterly Re- 
view, without any remarks disapproving 
of the tendency of those arguments. | 


the more regretted this conduct of yours, | 


your acute observation, that that extract 
exhibits a base and insidious attempt, 





held by one person, would prevent 
speculattive individuals from getting the 
control of the 
nic’s free Press. 


Funeralof Red Jacket.—On Thurs- 





day, the 2Ist January, the funeral of 
Rev Jacket took place in the first In- 
dian village. It was attended by most 
(of the Pagan and Christian parties of 
| his tribe, and some of them inhabitants 
of Buffalo, who were led there by cu- 
riosity to witness the last of this great 
man. lis body was removed frow his 





quire bank and other property ; to en- 
list auxiliaries to aid them to become 
the sole Bible sellers to the United 
States, and thus injure many who had 
been regularly brought up as trades- 
men; to issue books not connected 
with the Bible, laudatory of their own 
and their emissaries’ pivus exertions 
to advance the kingdom of the re- 
deemer, and to furnish those who were 
most active in assisting them in theirde- 
signs, with good large salaries, and high 
prices, for services to them rendered. 
The time has so long passed since 
these persons averred that it was ne- 
cessary to distribute the scriptures 
** without comment,” that they seem to 
think the public have forgotten the cir- 
cumstance ; and, accordingly, they 
have appended, and are appending, 
commentaries, more and more nume- 
rous, to every edition of the Bible they 
are preparing for the press. The 
wealth they are amassing will, un- 
doubtedly, beget them more influence 
and power in the community, than 
they have hitherto had; and, unless 
their fellow men watch them with the 


utmost vigilance, for the purpose of 


counteracting their designs, it may en- 
able them to subvert our present liber- 
ties, by an unnatural union of clerical 
and secular governments. 








A preacher in the western country 
applied to General Jackson for an ol- 
fice of some character. At the time he 
applied the General did not know the 
applicant was a preacher, and he very 
politely observed to him that he would 
think of his claims, and weigh them. 


The preacher saw the General in a! 


few days after, and renewed his appli- 
eation. (The General in the mean 
time had got information that he was a 
preacher of the gospel.) The General 


asked him if he was not a preacher of 


the gospel; he answered he was—well, 
says the General, if you discharge the 
duties of that office, which is better 
than any I can confer, you will have 
no time to discharge the duties of any 
that I can give; you will therefore ex- 
cuse me for advising you to return 
home, and attend to that without being 
burdened with any other, that you may 
be enabled to account hereafter for 
your stewardship in this world.—Jiii- 
nois Goz. 








_cabin to the Mansion House, where re- 
ligieus service was performed. The 
whole assembly seemed awed by the 
| presence of the dead before them, and 
itheir minds totally engrossed in con- 


on the part of this venal periodical, to 
direct the public attention from the real 


corporation.— Mecha- | C#use of their distress, and to induce 


them to take hold of the apparent one. 
If you have ever seen some tdle boys as- 
sail a hornets’ nest, you must have ob- 
served that the disturbed insects, instead 
of directing their brave defence against 
the real assailants, expend all their 
strength and courage against the red, 
which, to them, is the apparent cause. 
Now, sir, if these hornets could but 
carry their perception to the real cause, 
how much wiser would it be in them to 
direct their efforts against the real, in- 
stead of the apparent, cause of their 
being disturbed. I must confess, sir, 
that [ cannot perceive that machinery 
is the real cause of the werking men’s 
distress, any more than Tecan discover 





‘templating the melancholy subject 
that had called them together. No 
| spectator could view the scene, without 
|heing touched by the common feeling 
of sorrow that pervaded the little groupe 
of mourners who had there collected to 
/pour over the unconscious remains of 
their chief the last tribute of devotion, 
and the warm and unrepressed feelings 
of their hearts. They had tears to shed 
for the chieftain who had led their 
bands in arms, and under whose per- 
suasive voice their hearts had olten 
been melted—their turbulent spirits 
soothed, or their valor roused. 

Some of the remaining chiefs, ad- 
herents to the customs, addressed their 
people in their own language. They 
recounted over the exploits of their 
chief, with their eves fixed on the floor ; 
and when they closed, some strings of 
wampum were handed to another, who 
followed in the same manner. From 
the fixed attention and the occasional 
bursts of feeling of the audience, it was 
plain that the orators were dwelling 
upon scenes dear to many, and touch- 
ing the hearts of their hearers in their 
unextinguished strains of native elo- 
quence. This part of the ceremony 
was conducted by ‘the Pagans, who 
seemed indifferent to all the religious 
services which followed. 





Manual Labor Schools, or Self 
Supporting Seminaries.—This was a 
happy idea of nobody in particular. 
It is the general focus to which rays 
from many minds have been concen- 
trated. It is (bating confusion of me- 
taphor)an intellectual perpetual motion, 
and will furnish a power that will ac- 
celerate and extend the action of 


minds asmuch as may be desirable.— 
Mass. Journal. 





Public Instruction. —The Louisville 
Advertiser, announces the establish- 
ment by that city of a school at the public 
expense, stated to be the first south of 
the Ohio. It is opened to the children 
of all the citizens. The number of pu- 
pils entered is 300. 
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the source of disorder in the hornets’ 
nest to be the rod which is thrust among 
them. 

I can easily perceive, however, that 
it is the interest of the high toned aris- 
tocracy of that country, to endeavor to 
direct the attention of the operatives to 
any but the real cause of their misery. 
If they and their venal tools can only 
induce the workmen to believe that 
their masters, and their machivery, are 
the cause of their miseries, they have 
accomplished an object which has long 
been a favorite policy with the rulers of 
that country. No wonder they make 
the attempt for the thousandth time ; 
because, exactly in the same ratio as 
they succeed in their object, the real 
cause is overlooked. And that they 
have succeeded to a certain extent, is 
obvious from the language of some of 
the cooperative societies. Asa sample, 
take the following: ‘“ The whole se- 
cret of the business lies in this, that the 
workmen do not work for themselves ; 
the workman sells his time, strength, 
skill, and labor, all his ingenuity, all 
his cleverness, all his industry, all his 
health, to his master.”” Well, then, it 
seems these cooperatives have discover- 
ed the philosopher’s stone at last. The 
whole secret, then, lies in this: that he 
who possesses capital to carry on busi= 
ness, and thereby to employ workmen, 
is the real cause of all their misery ; 
that he who employs them, and enables 
them even to earn their miserable pit- 
tance, is their greatest enemy. This is 
a notable discovery! How would it do 
for those who possess the capital, to try 
the experiment of withdrawing it alto- 
gether from business, that their perfect 
equality, in point of means, might en- 
able the workmen to do all the business 
themselves? Is it a fact that business 
can be carried on without capital? Or 
is it a fact that money brings a higher 
rate of interest now, than it did before 
machinery was so universally in use? 
If it does not, how is the capitalist be- 
vefited? But is it not a fact, that mo- 
ney was never at a lower rate of inte- 
rest than what it is at the present day 








almost, or altogether, owing to the pro- | 


as I think it could hardly have escaped | 


that of provisions is kept above its level ; 
‘because, were they allowed to find their 
level, the aristocrats and parsons would 
then come in for a share of the depres- 
ision of the times. It is evident that Bri- 
tain, to keep up her extensive manufac- 
turing establishments, must make her 


| goods so cheap, that they can compete 
| with other nations in their own markets. 
| Now, to do this, labor must be cheap ; 
‘and if Jabor is low in the market, so 


ought provisions to be. That the throw- 
‘ing open her ports, for the admission 
lof foreign grain, would alleviate her 
depression in part, aud enable her de- 
|graded population to live a little better 
|than they can ut present, is evident. 
| But, sir, if we take into account the 
other oppressions which grind the face 


of the poor; her expensive civil go- 


her innumerable host of public paupers, 
who, in the shape of pensioners and 
placemen, and sinecurists, and a whole 


ness at the expense of the producers; 
with her immense national debt, the 
tythes, and the nobles ;—these gross op- 


be named, would, I think, more ration- 


wretchedness and misery, which preys 
with such an unsparing hand upon the 
working classes. ‘To me these account 
for the cause of their distress, much 


machinery, or yet to the employer ; or 
even to those dealers in groceries and 
other goods, which the cooperatives are 
going to root up, by commencing busi- 
ness on their own account. 
may succeed, is my ardeut wish, al- 
though I have my fears whether it will 


fully, as you imagine. 


With regard to the working classes 
of this country, who are fast following 


it appears to me to be ascribable to some 
other cause, than that of the introduc- 
tion of and improvements iv machinery; 
for | contend, sir, that they have been 
the cause of producing everything at a 
lower rate, and, consequently, of en- 
abling it to come into general use; aud 
thereby been the means of employing 
more laborers than what were employ- 
ed before its introduction. If this be 
the fact, how is it possible that it can 
be the cause of the misery which threat- 
ens our country? “In Britain, it is a 
difficult matter for the working classes 
to relieve themselves from the iren yoke 
of oppression, which grinds them to the 
earth; but Aere, in this country, where 
these classes form the vast majority, 
and, besides, where they possess the 
power, if they only choose to exercise it, 
to remedy all their real evils, they might 
easily accomplish the good work. But 
how different has been their conduct. 
They have allowed themselves to be 


the richer classes of society, who have 
made all the laws for their own peculiar 
benefit. Lawyers, in general, nay, al- 
most universally, have been their legis- 
lators, from whence has flowed more 
of the evils which preys upon us, than 
from all the other causes together. We 
have not only paid them for making 
laws, but after paying them well for 
that, they take good care that we must 
egain pay them well to expound what 
we paid them to make. And it strikes 
me, sir, that if we (the people) would 
only send plain honest men to make 
laws fer us, it would do ten times more 





your cooperative societies together. 
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Besides, sir, to me it appears another 
of the evils flowing from the same source, 
that now the laboring man, who consti- 
tutes the real wealth of the country, is 
not only degraded on that account, but 
he is compelled to labor double or tre- 
ble the time that the upper classes do; 
and that for a fourth or a sixth of their 
pay: they labor but a few hours a day, 
while we must work all day, and some 
mechanics half of the night, to be able 
to make a scanty living for ourselves 
and families. This disorganization of 
society, in my Opinion, is the real cause 
of all our misery and degradation; and 
nothing will relieve us from its pressure, 
but intelligence and union among our- 
selves. These causes, sir, I consider as 
the real cause of our situation, and by 
no means the introduction, multiplica- 
tion, or improvements of machinery. | 
am not ashamed to acknowledge, that 
I owe these views, in a great measure, 
to the perusal of your own writings. 

R. W. 

New York, Feb. 25, 1830. 

N. B. As IT am in the habit of using 
other tools than the “* gray goosequill,” 
you must excuse my crudities and want 
of proper arrangement in this epistle. 


R. W. 


NEW YORK LEGISLATURE. 
Wednesday, Feb. 17. 

Senate.-—Bills  introduced—-By Mr. 
M’ Lean, toincorporate the Manhattan Com- 
pany in New York. [Authorizes the com- 
pany to hold real estate to the amount of 
$50,000.) 

The final question to incorporate the N. Y. 
Law Institute was laid on the table. 

Assembly.—Bills — introduced—By Mr. 
Noble, to divide the town of Brookaven, 
Suffolk co. 

By Mr. R. L. Smith, directing geographi- 











vernment; her large army and navy ; | 


host of drones, live in luxury and idle- | 


pressions, with many others which might | 


ally account for the cause of so much | 


more consistently than to attribute it to | 


That they | 


operate as efficiently and as success-| 


those of Britain in the road to misery, 


made the dupes of interested knaves of | 


good to the working classes, than all | 


nS ee “ARO apne ect og cere RRR, —_ hindi sit 


cal researches (governor to appoint a proper 
| person for that purpose, with a view to the 
| discovery of coal, &c.) 

The bill requiring the register of New 
| York to appoint a deputy was read a third 
time and passed, 

The committee of the whole, Mr. Noble 
in the chair, took up the bill to incorporate 
, the Manhattan Gas Company in New York, 
Mr. Van Beuren opposed it. There were 
/now two gas companies in that city, who 

had, by contracts with the corporation, pre- 
occupied all the streets. Messrs. Curtis 
and Stilwell supported it. On motion of 
| Mr. Livingston, an amendment was adopted, 
that this company should not go into opera- 
tion, unless the N. Y. Ameriean Gas Light 
Company, incorporated in 1827, surrendered 
all their chartered rights. The bill then 
passed. [It is understood that this Co. is 
to take the privileges of the American Co. ] 

The following bill passed in committee of 
‘the whole :—to incorporate the N. Y. Union 
| African Society. 


| The committee of the whole, Mr. Mack 

in the chair, took up the bill from the senate, 
relative to the Court of Common Pleas in 
New York. 

The first section authorizes <he summon- 
ing of an additional number of jurors. 

The second section relates to rules for 
entering bail. 

The third section provides that in all 
suits above $250, the same fees shall be al- 
lowed as in the superior court. 

The last section was opposed by Messrs. 
Granger and Vanderpool, as being for the 
benefit of the lawyers at the expense of the 
community, and it was stricken out. The 
bill then passed. 

Thursday, Feb. 18. 

Senate.—Bills were passed to incorporate 
the New York Law Institute, and to regu- 
late highways and bridges in the counties 
of Sutfelk, Queens, and Kings. A bill was 
passed in committee of the whole, in relation 
to certain proceedings in criminal cases in the 
city of New York and concerning certain 
law courts therein. 

Assembly.—On motion of Mr, Curtis, 
the report of the committee of the whole in 
favor of the bill to incorporate the Manhat- 
ten Gas Light Company, was agreed to, 
and it was Ordered to a third reading. 

Bills read a third time and passed: To 
incorporate the Union Society of the City of 
New York, ayes 95, noes 3. Relative to 
the Common Pleas and Superior Court of 
the city and county of New York. 

Friday Feb.19. 

Senate.—Petitions presented: By Mr. 
Todd,theof N. Y.Eye Infirmary, for legis- 
lative aid—ordered printed. By Mr. Wood- 
,; ward, of G. 8. Doughty and others, for 

the iucorporation of the Clinton Fire In- 
surance Company inthe city of New York. 
By Mr. Allen, of the trustees of the Sa- 
vings Bank in the city of New York, for 
an extension of their powers in relation to 
the investing of the money of depositors. 

The annual report of the Savings Bank 
in the city of New York, was received, 
read, referred to the committee on banks, 
and ordered printed. It appears by the re- 
port, that during the last year there were 
11,957 depositors, of which number 2,995 
were new depositors ; that the whole amoun 
deposited during the year was $624,803 58; 
and that $583,958 05 were drawn out; and 
that the whole amount of deposits remain- 
ing on the Ist of January, 1830, was §2,- 
+ 061,090 57. 

Bills were read a third time and passed, 
in relation to certain proceedings in cri- 
minal cases in the city of New York, and 
concerning certain courts therein; and de- 
claring the New Hamburgh turnpike a pub- 
lic highway. 

A bill was passed in committee of the 
whole, for the relief of the Brooklyn, Ja- 
maica, and Flatbush Tunpike Company. 

Assembly.—A petition was presented to 
amend the charter of St. Mary’s Church 
in New York. 

The bill was read a third time and passed. 
to incorporate the Manhattan Gas Light 
Company, ayes 98, noes 6. 

The bill to incorporate the Clinton Hall 
Association also passed by a vote of 90to 9- 
The nays on the latter bill were Messrs- 
Buckman, Ford, Hardenburgh, M. F. 
Sheppard, A. Smith, Speaker, Thompson, 
Townel, and Williams. 
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The bill was opposed by Mr. M. F. 
Sheppard, principally on the ground that 
$50,000 of the property of the corporation 
were to be exempted from taxation. It was 
supported by Messrs. Mann, Bradish, and 
Fitch. 

Mr. Fox laid on the table a resolution 
that the judiciary committee enquire whe- 
therany, and if any, what alterations or pro- 
visions by law are necessary to be made for 
imprisoned debtors, who do not procure 
bail, and who have no means of supporting 
themselves while thus confined. 

The committee of the whole, Mr. Ham- 
mond in the chair, rose and reported on the 
bill to incorporate the New York Life In- 
surance and ‘T'rust Company. 

Saturday, Feb. 20. 

Senate.—Mr. Allen, from the committee 
to which was referred the amendments of 
the assembly, to the bill relative to the 
court of common pleas, iu New York, 
reported against concurring in that one 
which proposes to strike out the section 
allowing the officers of that court, where 
the claim in litigation exceeds $250. The 
report and amendments were laid on the ta- 
ble. 

Judge Gardner, of the 8th curcuit, in 
obedience to a resolution of the senate, 
transmitted a detailed accunt of the trial of 
Elihu Mather, for being concerned in the 
abduction of Morgan. 

Assembly.—Petitions were received from 
New York, for the abolition of the office of 
inspector general of pot and pearl ashes, 
and-for the appointment of four inspectors ; 
and also, for the appointment of an addition- 
al number of inspectors of distilled spirits. 

‘The bank committee reported bills to 
incorporate ihe Butchers and Drovers’ Bank, 
and the Mechanics and Traders’ Bank in 
New York; also, banks at Cazenovia, Sche- 
nectaday, Utica, Johnstown and Peekskill. 

The bill in relation to grand juries, in 
the court of general sessions, in New 
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IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 
The stand made by the mechanics and 
other working men of this city, against im- 
prisonment for debt, has at length aroused 
to united exertion almost every class of our 
citizens. Indeed, the subject is one well 
calculated to insure union. The love of 
liberty—the noblest feeling of humanity— 
is a sentiment which, more than any other, 
incites its possessors to energy and peseve- 
rance. And who in this community is not | 
liable to be deprived of his liberty for no 
crime, nay, for his very misfortunes, which | 
he cannot guard against, nor even foresee ! | 
From all that we have observed, there ap- 
pears an overwhelming portion of public | 
sentiment against the practice, and only a 
faint murmur in its favor. | 





On Tuesday evening last, a meeting was 
held at Masonic Hall, to take measures re- | 
lative to the abolishment of imprisonment | 
fordebt. T'homas Herttell was called to the | 
chair, and Ald. Strong and Dr. Preston ap- 





rous, but, owing to the short notice given, not 
solarge as the importance of the object should 
have assembled. It was considered best to 
postpone the meeting to Tuesday evening, 
and a committee of seven, with the chairman 


| and secretaries, was appointed to prepare an 


address and resolutions, then to be offered. 














York, was read a third time and passed. 
A resolution was passed, on motion of 
Mr. Granger, calling upon the comptroller 
for information asto the residence of stock- | 
holders, of the New York city banks, who 
do not reside in that city, with the amount 
of stock soheld. [The object is to ascer- 
tain whether the tax of 1823 has caused fo- | 
reigners to withdraw their stock. ] 
A resolution was passed, granting the 
use of the assembly chamber, on the after- 
noons of next Thursday, Friday, and Satur- | 
day, to the Anti-Masonic State Convention. 
The remainder of the day was spent in | 
committee of the whole, on the bill to in- 
corporate the New York Life Insurance and 
Trust Company. 
Monday being Washington's _ birthday, 
the House then adjourned until Tuesday 
morning. 


| 
| 
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} 


} 


} 





Monday, Feb. 22. 
Senafe.—A petition was presented fora 
bank at Binghamton, 
bills to extend the time for the collection of 


rest. 
Broome co. The| 


Before the adjournment, two or three gen- 
tlemen eloquently addressed the meeting 
against imprisonment for debt, and one, Mr. 
Iessenden, a lawyer, in favor of the practice. 
The latter gentleman stood on no very en- 
viable elevation, while addressing an au- 
dience apparently, to a man, entertaining 
the strongest feelings of contempt for his 


 exertions—feelings which were with difficul- 


ty repressed by the wish of the majority to 
allow free enquiry on the subject. He was 
He was briefly replied to by Mr. Cook, after 
which, Mr. Bates read the letter of R. M. 


Johnson, of Kentucky, contained in the 


following correspondence, which was recei- 
ved with universal approbation. This let- 
ter, coming from so distinguished a source 
will, no doult, be perused with much inte- 
On our last page will be found the 
| memorial presented to the legislature on the 


yaxes in Bushwick, King’s co., and for the | Same subject, by the General Executive 


reliefof the Brooklyn and Jamaica Turnpike 
Company, were read the third time and 
passed. 


The factors and agents’ bill was under | 


consideration ia 2 committee of the whole, 
and passed. Several amendments were 
made to the bill, and the 6th and 7th sec- 
tions of the original bill were entirely strick- 
€n out. ' 

The following bills were passed in a 


| 


Committee of the working men of this city. 


New York, Feb. 1st, 1880. 
Sir—lI use the freedom to address you 
| on a subject of deep and general interest to 
the public; I allude to imprisonment for 
debt, and holding to ball in civil suits. This 
has become a leading and highly interesting 
topic in the city of New York, which the 
|imprisonment of exgovernor Ogden, of 





' 
' , 
committee of the whole: | New Jersey, has probably tended very much 


Requiring the register of the city of New | 


York to appoint a deputy. To incorporate 


the New York Gas Light Company. ‘To | 


incorporate the New York Union African 
Society. To incorporate the Clinton Hall 
Association. 
The assembly did not meet today. 
SUNDAY MAILS. 

A numerous and respectable meet- 
ing of the citizens of Philadelphia, op- 
posed to stopping the United States 
Mail on Sundays, held agreeable to 
public notice at the County Court 
House on Monday evening, the 15th 
tust.— 

A. C. Tuomas having been called 
to the chair, and John Mortimer and 
F. W. Hindman, appointed secreta- 
taries, the following resolntions were 
adopted : 

Resolved, That in the opinion of 
this meeting, the laws and regulations 
of the general and state governments 
now in operation, relating to Sunday, 
are as comprehensive and restrictive, 
as true Christians should ask or desire, 
and fully adequate to promote the or- 
der, well being, and happiness of an 
enlightened community— Therefore, 

Resolved, That any further restric- 
tive measures, under existing circum- 
stances, could not be viewed in any 
light othor than the triumph of sectarian- 
ism over the rights of conscience guaran- 
teed to every citizen by the constitu- 
tion of the United States. 

Resolved, ‘That the report of the com- 
mittee on the post office, as read by its 
chairman, R. M. Johnson, tothe  se- 
nate of the United States, at its last 
session, on the subject of prohibiting 
the transportation of the mail on Sun- 
day, is a clear, able, and just view of 
the subject, and fully expresses the 
opinion of this meetiny—Therefore, 

Resolved, That the said report, to- 
gether with these resolutions, be pre- 
sented to the citizens of Philadelphia 
for their signatures, and that the same 
when complete, be forwarded to the 








senate and house of representatives of 


the United States. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to the hon. R. M. 
Johnson, for the just and constitutional 
view he has taken, and for the noble 
stand he has made,on this very impor- 
tant subject. 

Resolved, That a committee of ‘five 
persons from each ward be appointed 


to carry the above resolutions into ef- 
fect. 


to excite. Having lately been chosen 
| chairman of a standing committee on the 
abolishment of imprisonment for debt, ap- 
pointed by the General Executive Commit- 
itee of the Mechanics and other Working 
Men, who are about memorializing the legis- 


barbarism, | have taken the liberty to ad- 
dress you, and ask of you the favor of sta- 
ting, as far as your observation extends, 
| (should it not be attended with too great in- 
'convenience,) the effects of its abolishment 
‘in Kentucky. It is believed here that it 
| has been attended with the best results there. 
A statement of facts on that subject, how- 
ever, from you, sir, may, nay, would carry 
with it great weight, in connection with the 
memorial about to be presented to the legis- 
lature by the committee. Your early atten- 
tion to this may be the means of placing 
New York on as high standing as her sis- 
ters, Kentucky, Ohio, and Illinois, and aid 





eventually in purging the statute books of | 


iall the states, of this unjustifiable privilege 
‘of depriving individuals of their liberty, 
|(mostly to gratify a spirit of revenge,) and 
render this a real land of liberty. 

With the greatest esteem for your public 
exertions to maintain the liberties of this 
country free and unshackled, I solicit your 
indulgence for thus obtruding myself upon 
your attention, 

And subscribe this, 
With great respect, 
NOAH COOK. 
Richard M. Johnson, Esq. 


City of Washington, 9th Feb., 1830. 
Sir—l have read your interesting com- 


effects of the law, abolishing imprisonment 
for debt, in the state of Kentucky. The 
tions extend. 
nine years, and during a period of pecuniary 


state cannot furnish a parallel. 


fraudulent debtors. But as it became bet- 


into silence. 


society. 


} liberty should ever have been necessary 
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jand how consoling the reflection that our 
pointed secretaries. The meeting was nume- | jails are alone devoted to the confinement 


of 


lature for the abolishment of this relic of 


munication requesting my opinion as to the 


subject is of a character to awaken the best 
feelings of the human heart; and nothing 
could afford me more real pleasure than to 
give you my views, so far as my observa- 
In Kentucky, the system 
was adopted in the winters of 1821-2; of 
course it has been in full operation about 


embarrassment, such as the history of the 
At the 
commencement it encountered some consi- 
derable opposition, because a part of the 
| system was not retained to operate upon 


ter understood, its principles more fully de- 
veloped, and its humanizing effects more 
completely unfolded, so, in proportion, the 
opposition sunk away by degrees, until al- 
most every murmur of complaint was hushed 
At the present time, I believe, 
the sentiment of approbation is almost uni- 
versal among all classes and conditions of 
Indeed we begin to look back 
with surprize and astonishment, that such a 
‘harbarity should ever have existed, or that a 
republican community should ever have sup- 
posed that such a gross violation of personal 


In attempting to abolish imprisonment for 


debt, the great error arises from a reluctance 

to give up the whole system. It is jeopar- 

dized by attempting to retain a part to pun- 

ish the fraudulent debtor. ‘This sentiment 

has produced several ineffectual attempts in 

our state legislature to revive the Ca. Sa. 

upon the suggestion or proof of fraud. But 

that body wisely refused the proposition, 

from a well grounded opinion, that the un- 

fortunate debtor would, in course of time, 

fall equally a victim to this odious practice 
in all its cruelty. ‘Let fraud be defined and 
punished as a violation of the criminal code. 
Let the friends of this measure keep steadily 
in mind, that nothing will save the honest 
debtor, but a total and unqualified repeal of 
the barbarous policy. 1 am induced to be- 
lieve that Kentucky is the only country on 
the globe where the debtor cannot, under 
any circumstances, be imprisoned for debt. 
It was confidently asserted, that the aboli- 
tion of the old system would produce great 
frauds, annihilate credit, work injustice, and 
reduce the state to confusion. ‘Time has 
dissipated these fears, and proved them to 
have been imaginary.” I-have no hesitation 
in asserting, from my knowledge within that 
portion of the state wherein I reside, that 
since the abolition of imprisonment for debt, 
in the state of Kentucky, a million of dol- 
lars more have been paid than would have 
been under a rigorous execution of the laws 
of imprisonment for debt. The system of 
credit was never more sound and healthy ; 


of the felon! 

How much desolation of the heart has 
been prevented by this humane system; the 
| cries of the famished children are no more 
heard in our happy land, the lamentations 
‘of the wife are no longer heard at the iron 
grated windows of our prisons. Nor do we 
jany longer see the degrading spectacle of 
‘the felon and the debtur confined to the 
|same bed of straw. : 
| I have merely glanced at this subject, the 
/arguments in its favor are inexhaustible. 

] am extremely gratified that this matter 
\is to be brought before the legislature of the 
| great state of New York. It belongs legiti- 
| mately to the state to act upon the subject; 
‘as a law of congress would be confined to a 

very few and limited cases ; the great reason 
'why [ have relaxed my efforts before that 
| body for the last two years, is a settled con- 
'viction that congress would pass no law at 
‘this time, but what would place the citizens 
of Kentucky in a worse eondition. All that 
the states can reasonably require, is that the 
laws of the several states should govern the 
| process of the federal courts. 

| With sentiments of great respect, your 
'fellow citizen, 

RICHARD M. JOHNSON. 
| Noah Cook, Esq., Chairman, &c. 

| rs 

| The following touching paragraph on the 
‘subject of imprisonment for debt is from the 
| Haverhill (Mass.) Gazette: 

It is appalling to the friend of humanity 
| to examine our prisons—to find the old and 
infirm, the heart stricken and unfortunate, 
| crowded within the cells of those sepulchres 
(of living men, cut off from the humanities 
and kindly intercourse of their fellows—and 
dead to all the hopes and sympathies which 
lend value to existence. Amidstthe gaiety 
|and splendor of the metropolis of New Eng- 
land, the prison of the ill fated debtor rises 
\like an unholy presence, intruding itself 
‘upon a paradise of happiness. It is fair to 
look upon, with its hewn and granite walls. 
| But within, the innocent spirit has bowed 
down to bitter degradation,—the groan of 
‘mortal agony has awakened the dull echoes 
of its stony vaults,—and curses have gone 
forth at midnight, from hearts rendered des- 
| perate by the infliction of unmerited punish- 
iment. In view of thisoppression, we could 
‘exclaim with the eloquent Pierpont: 





‘*Cast down, great God, the fanes, 
That, ‘o unhallowed gains, 
Round us have risen— 
Temples, whose priesthood pore 
Moses and Jesus o’er— 
Lhen bolt the poor man’s prison!” 





Auctions.—A meeting was held at Tam- 
many Hall, last Saturday evening, pursuant 
to public notice, of “ mechanics, merchants, 
and others, opposed to retail auctions.” 
Resolutions were passed approving of rhe 
| bill introduced in our Jegislature, by Mr. 
Curtis. 


‘a meeting of mechanics and working men.” 


The Courier and Enquirer calls it 


The working men, as a body, attend no pub- 
lic meeting not called by their Executive 
Committee, especially at the Great Wig- 
wam. They are against the whole system 
of auctions; and the few who attended the 
meeting at Tammany Hall expressed them- 
selves so. 

It is a good “sign” for us, that the fol- 
fowers of old Tammany have so far lost their 
confidence in the saving power of his saint- 
ship, as to be compelled to seek protection 
from the mechanic’s hammer! 

ong 

Sunday Mails.—The following is the con- 
clusion of an address adopted by the Dutch- 
ess county convention, to take into consi- 
deration the subject of stopping the mails 
and closing the post offices on the first day 
It contains truths which can- 
not be too often enforced, until the “signs 
of the times” shall undergo a material vari- 
ation. 

Fellow Citizens: To some, the subject 
which has called us together may appear tri- 
fling, and hardly worthy of our time and 
attention, But we consider that it involves 
in it even the existence of our national con- 
stitution, and every thing valuable to us‘as 


a free people. Let the request of the peti- 
tioners, which is pressed upon congress with 


of the week. 


down. 


30 much earnestness, but be granted, and the 
political rubicon is passed—the great bounda- 
ries which divided the civil and ecclesiastical 
power in our Republic are for ever broken 
Once admit that congress have the 
power to establish a holy day by law, and we 
also admit that they have a right to punish 
those who shall not observe that day accord- 


We ask you, therefore, to reflect seriously 
on these things—to “talk of them when you 
sit in your houses, and when you walk by 
the way, and when you lie down, and when 
you get. up.” 
Finally, by the memory of those who 
achieved our glorious revolution—by the 
love of liberty and hatred to tyranny—by the 
duty which you owe to yourselves, to poste- 
rity, to your country and your God—we 
‘‘exhort and conjure you, never to suffer an 
invasion of your political constitution, how- 
ever minute the instance may appear, to pass 
by without a determined and persevering re- 
sistance.” 

It would be impossible for us to give an 
account of all the meetings held in opposi- 
tion to the friends of church and state, who 
are endeavoring to stop the mails one day in 
seven. Meetings take placé in all quarters, 
decidedly expressive of the sense of the peo- 
ple against the scheme. 

There is no chance of the church and state 
party succeeding in their present undertaking 
at this session of congress. The question 
is, whether the people are to be yearly dis- 
tracted with their intrigues, and congress 
baited with their importunities, till their end 
is accomplished? We trust, however, that 
the patriot Johnson and his coadjutors will 
devise some means to convince that daring 
combination of intolerants of the utter hope- 
lessness of their cause. 





American Bible Society.—We hope none 
of our readers will neglect to examine at- 
tentively the Expose of thisinstitution, which 
is concluded in this day’s paper. It shows 
where that despotic encroachment on our 
liberties, the chaining up of the public high- 
ways on the first day of the week, originated ; 
unfolds to us the causes which have contri- 
buted to the growth of the * Christian party 
in politics; and points to the source of 
numerous schemes for effecting a union of 
church and state powers, the most promi- 
vent of which is the one now so industri- 
ously prosecuted, for establishing a religious 
sabbath by law. : 

It is worthy of remark, that such is the 
influence of the Bible Society, and such the 
dread of its influence which prevails, that, 
as we are informed, every bookseller (with 
one exception) who has been applied to for 
the purpose, has refused to sell the pamph- 
We ask 
emphatically if this is not an alarming fact, 


let from which we have extracted. 


liberty to assist in circulating the Expose 
throughoutthe country? A few copies have 
been left at this office for sale, and we are 
requested to state that it may also be had at 
G. N. Devries’s Bookstore, 88 Fulton street, 
and at J. Ditchett's, corner of Fulton and 
William streets—price one shilling. 


The next President. —Two candidates are 
already before ‘the soveriegn people for 
the next presidency, besides the present in- 
cumbent. Henry Clay has been nominated 
by the Providence Literary Subaltern, and 
Richard M. Johnson has been introduced to 
public notice, by two of the daily papers of 
* Great 
streams from little fountains flow,” &c. 


this city. in the following manner. 


COMMUNICATION, 
Ata respectable, but select, meeting of a 
number of the friends of civil and religious 
liberty, called for the purpose of making 
arrangements to establish a new periodical 
publication, to be named -*THe Every 
Day Mait,” to be issued every duy. 
That business being disposed of, it was 
incidentally enquired, **who would be the 
most proper person as a candidate for the 
next president for these United States.” 
Such a momentous question, and so un- 
expectedly proposed. produced a pause of 
intense interest. which was interrupted by 
one of the members suddenly exclaiming 
RICHARD M. JOHNSON, 
OK KENTUCKY, 
Is the most fit candidate, and is not only 
preeminently qualified to fill that office, but 
is also equally deserving to occupy that ex- 
alted station. 
The. proposition was received and _re- 
sponded to, as it were, with one voice of 
acclamation. Tne nomination was accord- 
ingly duly recorded on the minutes of this 
meeting, in the city of New York, the 15th 
of F’eb., 1830, and is now submitted to the 
public as the Propie’s CanpipaTe, with 
that due dejerence and respect, which so 
important a subject onght to occasion. 


ONE OF THE PEOPLE. 


The Courier and Enquirer has declared 
against imprisonment for debt, and in favor 
of primary education. So it will be: those 
editors (and they are numerous) who are not 
independent enough to. lead public opinion, 
will be forced glong by the torrent. The 
only danger will result from the lukewarm- 
ness and half way measures of these com- 
pelled to be reformers. ia 





Robert Owen.—The following pasagraph 
concetning this distinguished philanthropist 
is from Bell's Life in London, of Jan. 10, 
1830. 


“Mr. Robert Owen, of Lanark, a very be- 
nevolent, but peculiarly speculative indivi- 


present constructed, is founded in error,” 





((- A meeting was_held an Tuesday 
evening last, as we learn by an advertise- 
ment in the Evening Journal, of a few 
persons disaffected with the plan of organi- 
zation adopted by 3000 working men, at 


and one that should stimulate the friends of 


dual, is engaged in addressing voluminous 
letters to the government, showing tat the 
whole frame of society, as heretofore and at 


Sentinel says about forty persons were pre- 
sent, and that the meeting was‘ called by 
Thomas Skidmore. These forty persons 
proceeded to fill up vacancies in the commit- 
tee of fifty, which was entirely dissolved at 
the aforesaid meeting at Military Hall. 

N. B. The Courier and Enquirer of this 
morning quotes an extract from a book writ- 
ten by Tnomas Skidmore, in favor of a divi- 
sion of property, and says it is the details of 
the propositions adopted by the meeting: of 
working mea which Mr. Skidmore is now 
opposing !!! 





' The Anniversary of General Wash- 
ington’s Birthday was duly honored 
in this city. There was a display of 
flags, firing of salutes, military pa- 
rade, &c. We hope the recollection 
of the services and virtues of so great a: 
man, will never be effaced from the 
history of our country, nor be forgotterr 
by American citizens.— Gaz. 





A Turk’s Thoughts on Imprisonment 
for Debt.—A captain of a trading ship 
being not long since in the city of Con- 
stuntinople, lodged in the house of a 
seafaring Turk. One day he observed 
to the Mussulman, that in all his walks 
through the immense city of Constanti- 
nople and its suburbs, he had not seen 
any thing like a jail for imprisonment 
of debtors. Christian dog! (said the 
disciple of Mahomet) da yeu suppose 
we are so-debased as to copy tlie Na- 
zarine policy?’ We take eare to strip: 
a debtor of all his property, so far as 
it will go, to pay his just debts: but 
there we leave him; we instantly turn 
him loose to begin the world again. 
The believers in our prophet are above 
shutting up their fellow men in cages 
in order to starve, persecute, and tor- 
ment them. We make a distinction 
between amananda rat. I have been 
in several of the Nazarine (Christian) 
cities, and never looked at a debtor's 
prison without horror, as a_ place 
where man is degraded to the condtion 
ofa rat! 

Trouble in the Wigwam.—We learn 
from the New Hampshire papers, that 
a bit of a riot took place in the Jack- 
son caucus at Portsmouth. The one 
party has become twain.— U. S. Gaz. 





(> At a meeting of citizens who ap~ 
prove of the abolishment of imprisonment 
for debt, held at the Masonic Hall, ow 
Tuesday evening, the 25th instant, a com- 
mittee was appointed to draft resolutions 
and a memorial to the legislature of this 
state. 

Those citizens who are in favor of the abo- 
lition of imprisonment for debt, are invited 
to attend an adjourned meeting to be held 
at Masonic Hall, on Tuesday evening next, 
2d March, at 7 o'clock P. M. to hear the 
report of said committee. 

THOMAS HERTTELL, Ch'n. 
GEO. D. STRONG, 
CALVIN PRESTON, 

MARRIED, 
On the 22d instant, by Abner Kneeland, 
HENRY SMITH, to SARAH MARS- 
LAND, all of this city. 


me 


Secretaries. 











HE ASSOCIATION for the Pro- 


tection of Industry and for the Promot:on of 
National Educat.on will hold their Regular Monthly 
\'eeting at the Hall of -cience, on ‘Tuesday next, 
March 2nd, at half pa-t 7o’clock. Feb. 27. ht 


ROADWAY HALL.—ROBERT 

DALt OWEN will del ver a Lecture at 
Brodway Hall, between Howard and Grand streets, 
tomorrow (Sunday) evening, at 7 o’clock, on the 
rights and uuties of Free Enquirers. ABNER 
Kyeevanp will Lecture in the morning as above, 
on the propriety of abolishing all laws for debt, parti- 
cularly such cruel laws as subject honest debtors to 
imprisonment, In the afternoon, he wiil lectnre on 
priester: ft, Feb, 27. It 


ALL OF SCIENCE, Broome st. 


near the Bowery.—R. L. Jennings will lec- 
ture in the evening, at 7 o’clock, on the system of 
merality uttributed io Jesus of Nazareth. The 
examination of this system will be impartially con- 
ducted, and its advocates will be at liberty to reply 
to what may have been advanced at the close of the 
lecture. Morning lectures, at half past 10 on Alge- 
bra, at half past 1l onChemustry. Feb. 27, It 











OCIETY OF FREE ENQUI- 

RERS —A Lecture will be delivered before 
the Society of Free Enquirers, at the Mil.tary Hall, 
in Ludlow, near Grand street, tomorrow, (Sundav,) 
at 20’clock P M, onthe baneful effects of revealed 
Religion on Human Society, by a Mechanre. 
The debates will shortly be revived, of which due 
notice w ll be given. 

By o der of the Society, G. N. Devares, 

Feb. 27. It , Rec. Sec’ry. 


RCHITECTURE.—-EDWARD 

: J. WEBB, having decl'ned the Building Bu- 
siness in favor of his Son, will devote his attention 
to Archit@cture, Mexsuration, and the Valuation of 
Buildings, particularly carpenters’ and jo:ners’ work. 
Plans, Elevations, and Working Drawings turnished 
at reasonable prices, 
N, B. Appraisements of Buildings injured by fire.. 
E. J. W. will aiso attend as a Referee, or Arbi- 
trator, in any disputes regarding Bulldings, having 
had forty years’ experience as a practical builder 
and house carpenter. 

152 Thompson street, 1330. 

P. S. Orders may be left at Mr. Lewis’s, corrier 
of Broadway and Reed street. Feb 6. tf 


PALMER's “ PRINCIPLES OF 
NATURE.”—In the press, and will soon-be 
published, ‘* The Nest of Nature; or, a Deve- 
velopment of the Moral Causes of Happmess and 
Misery among the Human Species. By Elihu 
Palmer.” With a correct Likeness of the Author. 
The work will contain 200 pages I2mo. Price 75 
cents. George H. Evans, publisher. Feb. 20. 


V ICE _UNMASKED.—This Day 
Published, and for sale at the office of the 
Working Man’s Advocate, 40 Thompson street, 
and at the office of the Free Enquirer, “ Vice 
UxMASKED, an Essay: being a consideration of the 
nfluence of Law on the Moral Essence of Man, 
with other Reflections By P. W. Grayson.”— 
Price $100. A liberal discount to wholesale pur- 
chasers. Feb. 6. 


REVIEW of the Evidences. of 























ing to law, with fine, imprisonment, or death. 








Military Hall, on the 29th Dee. The {40 Thempeon street. 
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LIBEBTY AND PRINCIPLE. | 
To the Honorable the Legislature of 

the State of New York, in Senate 

and Assembly, convened, 
Tue Memorrau 
Of the ‘* General Executive Committee 
of the Mechanics, Working Men, 
and their friends, of the city of New 

York,” 

Respectfully sheweth, That by the 
Declaration of these United States, 
life and liberty are among our unalien- 
able rights, and with a full reliance 
upon your disposition to correct all real 
wrongs, we approach you, as the repre- 
sentatives of ourrights in common with 
those of all our fellow citizens. 

We have not yet arrived at much ex- 
perience as to the practical effeet of the 
revised code of laws, but we look for- 
ward with confidence to the favorable 
operation of a portion of them. In the 
simplification of legal forms—in the 
facilities. given to the enforcement of 
contracts, and the abolition of prefer- 
ences as between debtor and creditor, 
we perceive the forerunners of in- 
creased business stability. 

Many of the crooked and worn out 
peculiarities of the feudal system, have 
given place. to the superior intelligence 
of modern experience, and to the exist- 
ing exigencies of civilized society. 
but amid this partial exhibition of en- 
larged experience, there is one subject, 
which stands upon the statute book, to 
recall to our minds the tyranny of feu- 
dal corruption, and to disgrace a free 
people. We mean that branch of our 
laws which recognizes the right of the 





he wholesome and jnst, and exactly as 


it is departed from, will the community 
be subjected to discontent, restlessness, 
and fraud. 

What was the fruit of the law in 
Rome, which subjected the debtor~to 
slavery and death ? 

Insurrections that filled her streets 
with conflagrations, and deluged her 
temples with blood. 

And what has been the consequence 
of every approximation to an entire ex- 
emption of the person from imprison- 
ment in England? 

Great Britian dates her prosperity 
from the period her bankrupt law was 
passed, and notwithstanding the per- 
tinacious adherence of that government 
to aristocratic usages and laws, every 
few years exhibit some extension of the 
oppressive. clauses included in its pro- 
visions. And what is the essential 
principle of that law? It is that when 
a debtor has surrendered all his property 
his person is free. 

There is one very important consider- 
ation connected with this subject, 
which is not generally understood nor 
duly appreciated. It is obviously a 
duty on the part of the debtor to have 
considered the probability and means 
to pay before incurring a debt. But 
itis as certainly, though not so obvi- 
ously, a duty on thepart of the credit- 
or, not to give credit without a due 
estimate of the contingency of loss. 
When the one yields unduly to the 
temptations of price, and the other to 
the flattery of hope, or anticipation of 
success, both may be equally pure in 
their motives, equally honest, but both 





creditor, over the body of the debtor, 


and under this head, we mean not| 


only imprisonment for debt, but, also, 
holding to bail in civil ‘actions. 
No principle in human society, is 


more incontrovertibly true, than that! who is not restrained from leaving the 
property, and property alone, ought to! 


be answerable for debt. 

No contract is made by rational 
men, based on the principle of , enfor- 
cing payment, by the liability of the 
body; it, therefure, cannot in justice 
be made a consideration or partof the 
penalty for its nonperformance; and 


exactly in proportion as society de-| 


‘parts from those fundamental princi- 

ples, such departure becomes an in- 
struinent to promote the evils it pro- 
poses to remedy. And in proportion 
as business contracts become better 
understood, and their unavoidable ha- 
zards apparent, does the conviction be- 
come more profound and universal, 
that a reform of the existing law is 
necessary. 

From almost every section of our 
country, a voice has risen up in our le- 
gislative halls, and every modification 
of the antiquated principle that debt is 
crime, has demonstrated _ legislative 
wisdom, and opened the way to further 
concessions. 

While the Regal and Patrician go- 
verninents, existed at Rome,the debtor 
was regarded by the laws as a criminal, 
and the creditor had absolute power 
over him. The debtor might be sold 
into slavery,—nay, his body might be 
cut in pieces, and each creditor could 
claim his aliquiot part; and such con- 
tinued to be her inhuman law, till the 
light of Christianity beamed upon her 
councils, and recommended a different 
doctrine ; and that doctrine was, that 
when the debtor honestly surrendered 
all. his property, his person was free 
and inviolate. 

The feudal system, founded in su- 
perstition aud tyranny, and further cor- 
rupted by monks and lawyers, became 
an instrument, to introduce and _ per- 
petuate the errors and evils which now 
exist. Atan early period of its his- 
tory, the debtor’s person was free from 


imprisonment or bail, in civil actions. | 


The well supported accusation of crime 


subjected him to bail; the conviction | 


of it, toimprisonment. But neither bail 
nor imprisonment attached to civil ac- 
tions, until the usurpation of courts, and 
the cunning of lawyers and monks, had 
twisted debt into the 
crime, and, by artifice, procured the 
capias to exteud to the former, as well 
as to the latter. 
debased period to the present, ever 


advance in intelligence has produced | 


some modification. 


As no proposition is more true, than 
that when a debtor has honestly surren- 
dered all his property, he has done all 
he can to satisfy his creditor, so it. 
is neither just nor politic to confine his 


person. 


God made his. person free, and no 
earthly power has the right to impri- 
son it, except to punish crime or pre- 


vent mischief. 


semblance of | 


From that dark and 


‘are equally censurable. 

| The creditor who trusts rashly, in- 

flicts as great an injury upon the com- 

munity, asthe debtor who buys rashly. 
By the law as it stands, the debtor 


country, by regard for social connec- 
‘tions or personal character may by 
preconcert dispose of his effects, and 
taking care to be a few hours in ad- 
vance of the sheriff, is safe ; while the 
-honest debtor remains, subjected to 
(forms of law, and the victim of unholy 
revenge. 

It is maintained by’ some lawyers 
(but with what semblance of trath will 
/readilly be shown) that holding to bail 
lis necessary to the due prosecution of 
suits, and this arises from the same 
crooked and round about policy, that 
formerly, in actions of ejectment for 
the recovery of land, rendered neces- 
sary a fictitious plaintiff, a fictitious de- 
fendant, and a fictitious service. 


as a suitor at the seat of the general -go- 
vernment, in charge of a constable, so- 
liciting, in vain, the liquidation of just 
and acknowledged claims at the hands, 
it is feared, of unfaithful and ungrateful 
representatives of the people. 


j OF 


Your memorialists would have been 
proud if the state of NewYork, which 
led the way in the great system of in- 
ternal improvements, had also occu pied 
the van in establishing upon a sound 
and durable basis, the great social rela- 
tion of debtor and creditor; but her 
younger sisters, the states of Ohio, II- 
linois, and Kentucky are entitled to, 
and will enjoy, this immortal honor, 
and we quote, with high satisfaction, 
the declaration of one of the most dis- 
tinguished and bravest sons of ihe lat- 
ter, who, in a communication to the ci- 
tizens of this state, evidently enjoyed 
the proud and thrilling satisfaction in 
being able to announce “ That impri- 
sonment for debt, under any circum- 
stances, was unknown in Kentucky.” 

Your memorialists respectfully urge, 
that the operation of the principles to 
which they now claim -your attention, 
will, in their opinion, introduce whole- 
some vigor and caution in all business 
transactions; will mitigate and re- 
strain those pernicious excitements to 
speculation, which forthe last twenty- 
five years have operated upon our citi- 
zens like inebriating gases, only to 
leave them the victiins of sober calami- 
ty and blighted hope; and, it may be 
added, that, inasmuch as a_ pledge of 
personal liberty, for the payment of a 
debt, would be a void contract, equally 
with a like pledge of life and limb, so 
neither should be exacted for its fulfil- 
ment. We therefore most earnestly, 
but respectfully, claim at your hands, | 
the immediate and unqualified abolish- 
ment of imprisonment for debt, and | 
holding to bail. 

Signed by order, and on behalf, of 
the General Executive Cammittee of} 
Mechanies and other Working Men, 
convened at the city of New York, this | 
oth day of February, 1830. 

lf. G. GUYON, Chairman. 
A. L. Batcu, Record. Sec’y. 
Simon Ciannon, Corres. Sec’y. 
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ROPOSALS for publishing a month- 
ly Journal to be entitled Hrraxp | 
Rerorm, devoted to the protection 


of industry and to the promotion of edu- 
cation. O. A. Brownson, editor and 
proprietor.—The reasons which we be- 


lieve to demand a publication of this kind 
are obvious. ‘That our citizens are yearly 
departing from the simplicity of our repub- 
lican institutions, isa complaint made by 
many whose opinions deserve attention, and 





In extenuation of the revised Code, 
it should be remembered, that it has | 
abolished all this farcage of technical | 
‘nonsense and absurdity, and so far 
substituted common sense for legal 
quackery. 
| In the same manner, the moment 
the great principle shall be fully recog- 
nized, that the property of the debtor 
is to represent his debts, and not his 
person, all the legal and expensive 
quackery of holding to bail for the 
purpose of facilitating prosecution, and 
‘imprisonment to satisfy debt, falls to 
the ground. 

In the prosecution of suits, all that 
is necessary to the debtor is nutice. 
Notice that he is sued and called upon 
to defend himself. If he neglect, he 
does so at his peril, and his property 
|will be made to answer the demand of 
‘the plaintiff. 


Unfortunately for the advocates of 
the opposite system, there are existing 
‘monuments, in all our courts, of the 
trath of these positions. Who will 
deny to our court of chancery import- 
ance or efficacy?) Who will maintain 
that its process is or has been treated 
with neglect? Yet the court of chan- 
cery never requires bail, and its process 
is served by the complainant hitnself, or 
his solicitor, and in all the courts it is 
optional with the plaintiff to demand 
bail or receive an endorsement of ap- 
pearance, and both are equally valid. 


In laying aside, fora moment, the 
consideration of those general princi- 
ples, it is with pain and degraded feel- 
ings, that we are compelled to solicit 
‘your attention to facts, which, at this 
moment, stain the otherwise fair annals 
ee our country, aud are a shame to the 
principles of liberty, justice, and grati- 
tude. 

We approach the subject with feel- 
ings of humility and profound regret. 
We woyld most gladly conceal from 
you, from ourselves, and from the world, 
circumstances so blighting to our cha- 
racter as freemen. We allude to the 
cause of a truly honest, high minded, 
venerable, and patriotic son of the revo- 


| 






















When the debtor fraudulently con- 
ceals or disposes of his property, it is 
crime, aud his person ought to be pu- 
nished; not because he is a debtor, 
but because he is a criminal; and it 
is because this distinction has not been 
clearly understood and faithfully main- 
tained, that holding to bail in e:vil ac- 
tions, and imprisonment for debt, both 
by actual inc irceration of the body, an! 
the prostitute humanity of jail limits. 
have so long disgraced our statute 
book. 

Exactly as this distinction is carried 
through the system of debt and credit, 
will the relation of debtor and creditor 
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lution, the exgovernor of a_neigh- 
boring state who is now enduring the 
privations and cruelty of the iniquitous 
laws of which we complain. 


However ungracious it may be, we 
ure imperiously called upon to say, that 
even monarchical Europe—nay, the 
whele civilized world, will contemplate 
with astonishment and contempt, a code 
of laws sustained by the people of this 
‘ountry, under which another venerable 
ind distinguished worthy of the revo- 
lution—a man who has ably represent- 
ed his country in foreign courts, and 
grown gray in her service—an expre- 


is evinced by the increasing aristocratic feel- 
mg. by the increasing arrogance of those 
termed the higher classes, and the servility 
of those denominated the lower, which must 
be evident to all who are accustomed to ob- 
serve what is passing around them. 

We are termed a self governing people. 
But to preserve that character, or to be able 
to govern ourselves, we must value every 


| of better days 
‘this political millenium shall be the steady aim of the 


PROSPECTUS OF THE NEW) 


YORK DAILY SENTINEL—An Evening 
Paper, devoted chiefly to the interests of the mecha- 
nics and other working men of this community, 

The neglected and suffering interests of this useful 
and important portion of our population, imperatively 
demand the immediate establishment of a journal o! 
the kind now in contemplation—inasmuch as the con- 
ductors of our daily prints have conclusively shown by 
their cenduct prior to, and pending the recent elec- 
tion, that they are inimical to our dearest rights, and 
by consequence entirely unworthy of the ‘confidence 
which has been_reposed in them, and of the counte- 
nance and support which they have heretofore re- 
ceived from the producing classes. So long as the 
working men blindly followed in the wake of those 
would-be potitical leaders, and servilely obeyed their 
ipse dixit, just so — their hopes flattered and 
their feelings soothed by hypocritical professions and 
unmeaning adulation ; butthe moment they became 
aroused to a just sense of the wrongs which had been 
inflicted on them, and resolved to redress their grie- 
vances in their own way, that moment the estimation 
in which they were held exhibited tself The ed to- 
rial batteries were simultafieously opened upon their 
“evoted heads, and every missile which fulschoud 
could grapple, was hurled with u malignity and vio- 
lence which at once evinced their hatred and con- 
tempt of those, upon whom they had, with the pre- 
ceding breath, lavished their hollow hearted protes- 
tations of friendship and regard! The working men 
were obliged to contend aguinst fearful odds, On the 
one hand, the hydra-headed monster, ** PARTY sPI- 
k1T,” reared his crested front, and threatened to 
crush them—on the other, all the influence which 
wealth and aristocracy could control, was brought to 
bear, and in the meantime, the publ c press, which 
should be the * palladium of our liberties,” was kept 
in a state of subsidy. In spite, how. ver, of the unt- 
ted efforts of their enemies, and a powerful comt- 
nation of circumstances, the success of the working 
men, although not complete, was equal to their most 
sanguine expectations. They have shown to the 
world, that they are both form.dabie in numbers and 
respectability ; and that they are resolved speedily 
lo wrest from the ron grasp of their oppressors, the 
power whi h has been sv long and so tamely yielded 


| to them. 


It must be apparent to the most casual observer of 
passing events, that a new and mnportaut era in our 
political annals, is about to take plice—an era fraught 
with good to the producing classes—an era why b will 
be hailed ty every true republican as the harbinger 
‘To aid in hastening the approach of 


proprietors of the New York Daily Sentinel 

It wiil not be expected, im the limits prescribed by 
a prospectus, that ‘he undersigned shall enter into a 
minute detaid of the principles by which they will be 
guided in their contemp ated publication — Suffice it 
to sav, that the Daily entmel shall fa thfully and 
fearlessiy advocate the best interests of the produ- 


cing classes, and will, a faithfully and fearlessly, op- 


pose, at every step, the systems of political juggling 
which have, of late years, been practised by selfish 
and designing individuals, under every specious garb, 
to the great injury of the unportant interests of ths 
growing comovunity 

Pending the late struggle, the most unuring efforts 


| were made to induce the belief, that the working men 


HE SICK and afflicted in the city 


of New York and elsewhere, are respecyfully 
informed that, at the sign of the Indian Heaulng the 
Sick, corner of Grand avd Crosby streets, the fol- 
lowing Diseases are safely cured with the Plants of 
this country by old DR. SMI1H, viz. Uptce and 
other Blindness, Deafness, Scrofula of the most inve- 
terate kind, and other diseases incident to the Humaa 
Body, The poor and destitute will be attended gra- 
= Jan. 10. ly 


‘TOVE MOUNTING, BELL HANG- 
MI ING, and Black and White. Smithigng 
in general.—_ JESSE FERGUSON, No. 19 
Hudson street, New York, respectfally in- 
forms the public, that he executes all orders 
in the above branches with despatch and on 
reasonable terms. Nov. 21. tf 


ee oe Sign, and Orna- 
namental Painting and Glazing, b 
D. McAFEE, 53 Vesey street. SIGN 
BOARDS of all kinds and sizes, kept on 
hand, ready for lettering, on the shortest no- 
tice. Imitations of WOODS, MARBLES, 
&c. &c. in the modern style. All kinds of 
work, at very reduced prices, executed with 
neatness and despatch. Nov. 21. ly* 
ra\RACTS.—Just published, at No. 40 
i Thompson street, by the. National Tract 
Society, (lately formed,) Nos. 10, 11, 12, 13, 
and 14, of a series of Tracts, entitled * Mes- 
sengers of Truth,” calculated to counteract 
the effects intended to be produced by the 
American Tract Society, and other associa- 
tions chiefly under the control of sects fa- 
vorable to a union of church and state. 
Terms—1000 pages for $1—450 for 50 
cents—100 pages for 12 1-2 cents. Auxilia- 
ry Tract Societies will be allowed a discount 
of 10 per cent. 
GEORGE H. EVANS, Agent. 
Dec. 26. i sat 
M1 OTICE.—The celebrated Strengthen- 
ing PLASTER, for pain or weakness 
in the breast, back, or side; also, for Rheu- 
matic Affections,« Liver Complaints, aud 
Dyspepsia, for sale at No. 38 Beekman 
street. This medicine is the invention of 
an eminent surgeon, and so ntimerous are 
the instances in which the most salutary ef- 
fects have been produced by it, that it is 
with the utmost confidence recommended 
to all who are afflicted with those distressing 
complaints. The sale of this remedy com- 
menced in May, 1827. from this establish- 
ment, and the sales have been very exten- 
‘sive. It affords us great pleasure in stating, 
notwithstanding a condition was annexed to 
































were opposed to our c vil and rehgious msttutions, 
and in faver ofan * Agrarian law,” or, in other words, 
au equal distribution of property ; and, doub'less, a 
vast number of our fellow citizens, in consequence 
thereot, were induced to lodge their votes in the bal- 
lot boxes, in eirect Opposition to their own interests, 
Whatewr might have been the news of a few indi- 
viduals, in regard to these subjects, we have no he- 
station in asserting, that the great body «f the work- 
ing men were actuated by motives enurely different ; 
and are as much opposed to these chinerical schemes 
and visionary projects, as any other Class of our cit - 
zens) The proprietors of the Daily Sentinel, at the 
outset, think proper to disclaim all con exion what- 
ever, either of a religious, moral, or political nature, 
with those who advocate and support principles con- 
trary to the spirit of our constituuion, and whose ten- 
dency is to promote anarchy and confusion in society. 
The undersigned will now candidly state the rea- 
sons which influenced them to embark im their pre- 
sent undertaking. ‘They are all practical premters, 
(a majority of whom hive heretofore been employed 
in the office of the * Courier and Enquirer,”’) and 
have, ‘v common with their fellow labcrers in every 
branch of dustry, participated largely m the distress 
which pervades the producing classes of this com- 
mumty. ‘They have observed men, who had no know- 
ledge of the profession, und whose interests were at 
variance with those of the craft general.y, | y a sys- 
tem of monopoly, grow rich upon the proceeds of | 
their toil, « hile they themselves, after years of intense 
application of from Qvelve to s x een hours per day, 
find themseives in the same circumstances, pecun a- 





thing, not for some factitious quality or me- 


of community. But observe we this just 
valuation, when we compliment the unpro- 
ductive classes as the higher, and stamp the 
productive, the laboring classes, as the lower? 
‘Take from a nation the working classes, 
its agriculturalists and mechanics, what 
would be the condition of those who would 
remain? In all countries the many labor to 
support the few; and almost everywhere we 
find those who labor the hardest the poor- 
est; and those who produce no wealth, not 
only the richest, bit the most respected. 
Certainly those who produce all our wealth 
ought to be deemed deserving as much re- 
spect as those who only consume it. But 
such is nowhere the case, and the industri- 
ous classes seem not aware of the high rank 
they deserve. 

Without edneation equal to the other 
classes, the working men could not maintain 
the rank to which they are entitled, were 
they to claimit. The object of the Herald 
of Reform is: 

To awaken the industrious classes of both 
sexes to their own importance—to induce 
them to ascertain their real interests, and to 
furnish that knowledge which shall enable 
them not only to understand, but to promote, 
their own interests, and secure to their in- 
dustry its just reward, independence, and 
respectability. 

To enquire if the State possess not the 
means. and whether it be not bound, to-give 
a republicnn education—an equal educa- 
tion—to all its children, alike to those of the 
rich and of the poor ?—Whether, without a 


and bequeathed us as our richest inheri- 
tance? 

With religion, the Herald will not inter- 
fere ; nor with irreligion, except one or the 
other shall threaten to invade our civil liberty 
or be made a pretext for disturbing the 
peace of community. Its creed is to ‘do 
good unto all men as we have opportunity,” 
and its advice to religious sects is, “* be mu- 
tually tolerant and censure no man for an 
honest difference in opinion.” 

Its political creed is found in the noble 
institutions of this country—institutions 
which endear America to every philanthro- 
pist throught the world; and it will be its 
leading object to exhibit the true character 
of these institutions to those classes who are 
their chief support. ear” 

Terms $1 per annum, payable in all cases 
in advance. All communications to be 
addressed to the *‘ Editor of the Herald of 
Reform,” Auburn, Cayuga county, N. Y. 
and must come free of postage, in order to 
receive attention. 

("Subscriptions received at the office 
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of the Working Man's Advocate. 
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retricious ornament, but in exact proportion | 
to its real utility in promoting the happiness | 


system of a rational education, alike within | 
the means of all, we can hope to preserve | 
for our children the liberty won by our fa-| 
thers, amid the turmoil of the revolution, | 


rly speaking, as when they commenced Of this, 
| however, they have not hitherto complained. So 
| long as they were allowed a scanty remuneration for 
_ their labor, they did not murmur—knowing by dear 
| bought experience, that the receipt of any thing ap- 
preaching an equivalent might be looked tor in vain. 
But even this has at length been demed them. fhe 
decree has gone forth, THAT THFIR FACES SHALL 
BE GROUND STILL FAKTHER INTO THE Dust! ! 
But they *‘ have forborne, until f rbearance has cea- 
sed to be a virtue ” Goaded by oppression, and 
lashed by tyranny, no alternative has been left them, 
but the one which they have adopted. Having re- 
solved to stand out boldly n defence of their inva- 
ded rights—rights which should be preserved myto- 
late- they appeal to their fellow laborers of every 
grade and calling, to extend to them a helping hand, 
and to aid them by their patronage, in their attempt 
to free themselves from the ruthless sway of oppres- 
sion. With ths brief exposition of the causes by 
which they have been actuated, they leave the sub 
ject for the present, relying fully on that spirit of 
jusiice, which is mherent in every honest bosom, 
for countenance and support. 

The New York Da ly Sentinel will be published 
ona large impertal sheet, every afternoon, at the low 
price of EIGHT DOLLARS per annum, and in 
proportion for a shorter term. 
early advertisers will be accommodated at the 
rate of THIRTY DOLLARS perannum, A pro- 
portional reduction for advertisements generally. 

‘t_? The office is now open at 25 William street, 
where subscriptions are received. 

P C MONTGOMERY ANDREWS. 
WILLIAM C. TAYLOR. 
WILLIAM J STANLEY. 
WILLOUGHBY LYNDE., 
BENJ. HENRY DAY. 
CORNELIUS N. BURGES. 

Jan. 10, 1830. 


3(_7> Subscriptions received at the office of the 
Working Man’s Advocate. 











ECHANICS’ AND WORKING 
MENS’ HAT MANUFACTORY —The 
Subscribers, Mechanics and Working Men, have the 
pleasure to announce to their brethren, that they have 
taken Shop No. 67 Liberty street, where they intend 
to manufacture and have for sale Fashionable Hats 
of all qualities, They make no pretensions to “new 
inventions” in manufacturing, well knowing no new 
inventions, &c. &c. have been discovered. They 
are well acquairted with all modern improvements 
in the fabric, having been employed in some of the 
most celebrated manufactories in the United States. 
Doig their work themselvrs, they anticipate the en- 
couragement of those who think that the producer 
should enjov the wealth he produces by ‘the sweat 

of his brow.” ISIAH BRAY, 

SOL. H. SANBORN. 

The contemptible system of puffing, practised on 
the credulity ofthe public, by ignorant pretenders to 
“art, trade, and mystery,” thereby depriving the 
real workman of the just reward of his ski!l, calls 
loudly for redress. 

Therefore, the andersigned, (without pretending to 
superior skill in any of the different brasches of his 
trade) will undertake to produce a hat, or a dozen of 
hats, of his own workmanship. in all its various parts, 
VIZ. Taking the fur off the skin ; 

Preparing it for use; 

Making the body ; 

Stiffeamg do. 

Napping do. 
Blocking, .coloring, shaving, and trimming the hat. 
in less time and ina superior manner than all the 
pretenders to new inventions, &e. &c. &e. individu- 
ally or collectively, can do, not excepting the “ gen- 
tlemen of the trade”? who obtained the premium and 
diploma from the Amerivan Institute. 

SOLOMON H. SANBORN. 

N. B. S. H. S. writes his own advertisements and 

“* puffs.” Feb. 20. ly 
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each sale, that if relief was not obtained, the 
money should be returned, out of those 
numerous szles, from the period above men- 
tioned, up to the present time, ten only have 
been returned; and those, upon strict en- 
|quiry, were found to be diseases for which 
\they were not recommended. This we trust 
|(when fairly considered) will be the strong- 
{est evidence that could possibly be given of 





its utility. 

Where the applicants are known, no mo- 
ney will be required till the trial is made and 
approved ; where they are not known, the 
money will be returned, provided the benefit 
above stated is not obtained. 

Apply at 38 Beekman, corner of William 
street. 

ly T. KENSETT. 


Nov. 7. 
Pp ROSPECTUS of the DELAWARE 
FREE PRESS. * No opinion should 
be held too sacred for examination; nor too 
absurd for investigation.” It is designed 
that the columus of the ** Free Press” shall 
be open to the free, chaste, aud temperate 
discussion of all subjects connected with the 
welfare of the human family, fully believing 
that the cause of TRUTH has nothing to 
fear from investigation. : 

One principle object of the “ Free Press” 
will be to awaken the attention of the Work- 
ing People to the importance of cooperat- 
ing in order to attain that rank and station 
in society to which they are justly entitled 
by their virtues andindustauy, but from which 
they have been excluded by want of a sys- 
tem of Equal Republican Education. Such 
a system will be advocated by the * Free 
Press.” 

We claim not to be sectarians, nor do we 
hold to speculative scepticism. We will, 
however, invite to discussion, those senti- 
ments which have ever arrayed sect against 
sect, and at this day propose the unnatural 
union of Church and State, particularly 
through the late strenuous efforts to induce 
the national Jegislature to prohibit the trans- 
portation of the mails on Sundays. 

A summary of the most important occur- 
rences of the times will be given in each 
number; together with a portion of literary 
and miscellaneous matter, original and se- 
lected. 

The editors do not wish to enlarge on the 
design of the paper, or to make great pro- 
mises; but they assure their fellow citizens 
that it shall be in every sense of the word 
what it proposes to be, and what has been 
so long desired, and is now more than ever 
wanted in this section of the country—a 
“FREE PRESS.” 

Fellow Citizens'—Do we not behold vir- 
tue in rags, trampled beneath the haughty 
tread of vice in splendid apparel? Are we 
not frequently apprised of the most glow- 
ing abuses in church, in state, in country, 
and in town? And do we hear anything 
against these grievances except an occasion- 
al faint, unregarded, and ineffectual mur- 
mur! ‘To correct these evils, public opin- 
ion must be heard, and how shall it be ex- 
pressed except through the columns of a 
Sree press? 

The Free Press will be printed for the 
editor and proprietor, by Henry Wilson. 
It will be issued every Saturday morning, 
on a super-royal sheet, at two dollars per 
annum, payable half yearly in advance. 

Wilmington, Oct., 1829. 

{[>> Subscriptions received at the office 
of the Working Man’s Advocate. 





THE 
WORKING MAN’S ADVOCATE, 
18 PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY 
GEORGE H. EVANS, 
EVERY SATURDAY MORNING, 
At 40 Thompson. street. 
Terms $2 per annum, half yearly in advance. 


AGENTS. 


New Yorge—Mr. Joseph Savage, Syracuse, 
Onondaga co. 


CownneEcTicut—Mr. John French, New London. 














DrLaware—Mr. Henry Wilson, Wilmington. 
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